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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 05/05/2010, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 13, 18, 23, 26 - 33 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made for claims 13, 18, 23, 26 - 33, and 36 - 37. Since this is a 
new ground of rejection, which was not done because of an amendment, this action is 
non-final . 

2. Applicant has amended claims 32 - 33 to overcome the 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph rejection provided in the previous office action. 

3. Applicants have canceled claims 34 - 35 to overcome the objections to the 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 13, 18, 23, 26, 27, 29, 31, 36, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Swayze (US Patent No. 6,519,003) in view of Stockton et al. 
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(US PgPub No. 2002/0146250 A1) and further in view of MAKISHIMA (JP2002- 
123349A). 

Regarding claim 13, Swayze teaches an operation apparatus (figure 3 item 40) 
which is used for operating a zoom lens (figure 2 item 42), comprising: 

a zooming switch operated to perform a zooming operation of the zoom lens 
(figure 3 item 14 and column 5 liens 5 et seq.); 

a first function switch configured to be allocated with one of a plurality of 
functions selectively (figure 3 any one of item 140, 142, and/or 144; also, column 5 lines 
43 et seq.); 

a second function switch configured to be allocated with another of the plurality of 
functions selectively (figure 3 any one of item 140, 142, and/or 144; also, column 5 lines 
43 et seq.); 

an operation switch operated to respectively allocate the one and the other of the 
plurality of functions to the first function switch and the second function switch for 
enabling performance of the function allocated to each of the first and second function 
switches in response to an operation of each of the first and second function switches 
(figures 2 and 3 item 70); and 

a display member which is provided on a first surface and displays a name of 
each of the first and second function switches (figure 3 item 146; also, column 5 lines 43 
et seq.), wherein the zooming switch, the first function switch, the second function 
switch and the operation switch are mutually separate switches (figure 3 item 14, figure 
3 any one of item 140, 142, and/or 144, also, figures 2 and 3 item 70). 
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However, Swayze fails to teach that the first function switch being provided on a 
first surface of the operation apparatus, the second function switch being provided on a 
second surface of the apparatus separate from the first surface. Stockton et al., on the 
other hand teaches that the switches can be provided anywhere within the digital 
camera such as the first function switch being provided on a first surface of the 
operation apparatus, the second function switch being provided on a second surface of 
the apparatus separate from the first surface. 

More specifically, Stockton et al. teaches that the switches can be provided 
anywhere within the digital camera such as the first function switch being provided on a 
first surface of the operation apparatus, the second function switch being provided on a 
second surface of the apparatus separate from the first surface (paragraph 0023). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Stockton et al. with the 
teachings of Swayze to have a quick and easy way of reaching the required buttons 
when needed hence improving the usability of the camera. 

However, Swayze in view of Stockton et al. fail to teach that the display member 
displays the function allocated to each of the first and second function switches. 
MAKISHIMA, on the other hand teaches a display member displays the function 
allocated with function switches. 

More specifically, MAKISHIMA teaches a display member displays the function 
allocated with function switches (figure 4). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of MAKISHIMA with the 
teachings of Swayze in view of Stockton et al. to easily understand the function of a 
button without going back to look at instruction book or instruction software hence 
improving the user interface and usability of the camera. 

Regarding claim 18, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. Additionally, Swayze teaches an image-taking system (figures 2 and 3) 
comprising: the operation apparatus according to claim 13 (please see discussion of 
claim 13 above); and the zoom lens (figure 2 item 42). 

Regarding claim 23, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. Additionally, Swayze teaches a camera (figures 2 and 3) comprising: an 
image-pickup element (figure 2 item 44); the operation apparatus according to claim 13 
(please see discussion of claim 13 above); and the zoom lens which forms an image of 
an object on the image-pickup element (figure 2 items 42 and 44). 

Regarding claim 26, Swayze teaches an operation apparatus (figure 3 item 40) 
which is used for operating a zoom lens (figure 2 item 42), comprising: 

a zooming switch operated to perform a zooming operation of the zoom lens 
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(figure 3 item 14 and column 5 liens 5 etseq.); 

a first function switch configured to be allocated with one of a plurality of 
functions selectively and to be set so as to be allocated with no function (figure 3 any 
one of item 140, 142, and/or 144; also, column 5 lines 43 etseq.); 

a second function switch configured to be allocated with another of the plurality of 
functions selectively (figure 3 any one of item 140, 142, and/or 144; also, column 5 lines 
43 et seq.); 

an operation switch operated to respectively allocate the one and the other of the 
plurality of functions to the first function switch and the second function switch for 
enabling performance of the function allocated to each of the first and second function 
switches in response to an operation of each of the first and second function switches 
(figures 2 and 3 item 70), and operated to set at least one of the first and second 
function switches so as to be allocated with no function (figures 2 and 3 item 70); and 

a display member which is provided on the first surface and displays a name of 
each of the first and second function switches (figure 3 item 146; also, column 5 lines 43 
et seq.), wherein the zooming switch, the first function switch, the second function 
switch and the operation switch are mutually separate switches (figure 3 item 14, figure 
3 any one of item 140, 142, and/or 144, also, figures 2 and 3 item 70). 

However, Swayze fails to teach that the first function switch being provided on a 
first surface of the operation apparatus, the second function switch being provided on a 
second surface of the apparatus separate from the first surface. Stockton et al., on the 
other hand teaches that the switches can be provided anywhere within the digital 
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camera such as the first function switch being provided on a first surface of the 
operation apparatus, the second function switch being provided on a second surface of 
the apparatus separate from the first surface. 

More specifically, Stockton et al. teaches that the switches can be provided 
anywhere within the digital camera such as the first function switch being provided on a 
first surface of the operation apparatus, the second function switch being provided on a 
second surface of the apparatus separate from the first surface (paragraph 0023). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Stockton et al. with the 
teachings of Swayze to have a quick and easy way of reaching the required buttons 
when needed hence improving the usability of the camera. 

However, Swayze in view of Stockton et al. fail to teach that the display member 
displays the function allocated to each of the first and second function switches. 
MAKISHIMA, on the other hand teaches a display member displays the function 
allocated with function switches. 

More specifically, MAKISHIMA teaches a display member displays the function 
allocated with function switches (figure 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of MAKISHIMA with the 
teachings of Swayze in view of Stockton et al. to easily understand the function of a 
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button without going back to look at instruction book or instruction software hence 
improving the user interface and usability of the camera. 

Regarding claim 27, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 26 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. Additionally, Swayze teaches a camera (figures 2 and 3) comprising: an 
image-pickup element (figure 2 item 44); the operation apparatus according to claim 26 
(please see discussion of claim 26 above); and the zoom lens which forms an image of 
an object on the image-pickup element (figure 2 items 42 and 44). 

Regarding claim 29, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. Additionally, Stockton et al. teaches that operation switch is provided on 
the second surface (the switches can be provided anywhere within the digital camera; 
paragraph 0023). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Stockton et al. with the 
teachings of Swayze to have a quick and easy way of reaching the required buttons 
when needed hence improving the usability of the camera. 

Regarding claim 31, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 26 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
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parent claim. Additionally, Stockton et al. teaches that operation switch is provided on 
the second surface (the switches can be provided anywhere within the digital camera; 
paragraph 0023). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Stockton et al. with the 
teachings of Swayze to have a quick and easy way of reaching the required buttons 
when needed hence improving the usability of the camera. 

Regarding claim 36, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 26 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. Additionally, Swayze teaches an image-taking system (figures 2 and 3) 
comprising: the operation apparatus according to claim 26 (please see discussion of 
claim 26 above); and the zoom lens (figure 2 item 42). 

Regarding claim 37, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. Additionally, Swayze teaches an operation apparatus according to claim 
13 (please see discussion of claim 13 above); and the zoom lens is attachable to the 
camera (figure 2 item 42; lens is attached to the camera). 

5. Claims 28, 30, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Swayze (US Patent No. 6,519,003) in view of Stockton et al. (US 
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PgPub No. 2002/0146250 A1) in view of MAKISHIMA (JP2002-123349A) and further in 
view of Fellegara et al. (US Patent No. 6,441 ,854). 

Regarding claim 28, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. 

However, Swayze in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA fail to 
teach that the zooming switch is provided on the second surface. Fellegara et al., on the 
other hand teaches that the zooming switch is provided on the top, i.e. second surface. 

More specifically, Fellegara et al. teaches that the zooming switch is provided on 
the top, i.e. second surface (figure 3 item 25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Fellegara et al. with the 
teachings of Swayze in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA so that the 
user can quickly and easily reach the zoom switch without affecting the viewing angle of 
the display. 

Regarding claim 30, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 26 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. 

However, Swayze in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA fail to 
teach that the zooming switch is provided on the second surface. Fellegara et al., on the 
other hand teaches that the zooming switch is provided on the top, i.e. second surface. 
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More specifically, Fellegara et al. teaches that the zooming switch is provided on 
the top, i.e. second surface (figure 3 item 25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Fellegara et al. with the 
teachings of Swayze in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA so that the 
user can quickly and easily reach the zoom switch without affecting the viewing angle of 
the display. 

Regarding claim 32, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. Additionally, Swayze teaches wherein the zoom lens is attachable to a 
camera (figure 2 item 42; lens is attached to the camera). 

However, Swayze in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA fail to 
teach that the display member is disposed on the first surface and the zooming switch is 
disposed on the second surface. Fellegara et al., on the other hand teaches that the 
display member is disposed on the back, i.e. first surface and the zooming switch is 
disposed on the top, i.e. second surface. 

More specifically, Fellegara et al. teaches that the display member is disposed on 
the back, i.e. first surface (figure 3 item 36) and the zooming switch is disposed on the 
top, i.e. second surface (figure 3 item 25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Fellegara et al. with the 
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teachings of Swayze in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA so that the 
user can quickly and easily reach the zoom switch without affecting the viewing angle of 
the display. 

Regarding claim 33, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 26 Swayze 
in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA teach all of the limitations of the 
parent claim. Additionally, Swayze teaches wherein the zoom lens is attachable to a 
camera (figure 2 item 42; lens is attached to the camera). 

However, Swayze in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA fail to 
teach that the display member is disposed on the first surface and the zooming switch is 
disposed on the second surface. Fellegara et al., on the other hand teaches that the 
display member is disposed on the back, i.e. first surface and the zooming switch is 
disposed on the top, i.e. second surface. 

More specifically, Fellegara et al. teaches that the display member is disposed on 
the back, i.e. first surface (figure 3 item 36) and the zooming switch is disposed on the 
top, i.e. second surface (figure 3 item 25). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Fellegara et al. with the 
teachings of Swayze in view of Stockton et al. and in view of MAKISHIMA so that the 
user can quickly and easily reach the zoom switch without affecting the viewing angle of 
the display. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to USMAN KHAN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1 1 31 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 6:45-3:1 5. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571) 272-3022. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Usman Khan/ 
Usman Khan 
07/14/2010 
Patent Examiner 

/Jason Chan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



